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Background to the ProjectBackground and Context to the Project



The Theory

Roman oil lamp decorated with grapes, vines, and Bacchus, the Roman god of wine.

information processed 
 vs  

information response





data ≠ information ≠ understanding ≠ knowledge



Dual-Code Theory


A. Pavio, Mental Representations: A Dual 
Coding Approach (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1990).



L. Lohr, Creating Graphics for Learning and Performance - Lessons in Visual Literacy (New York: Merrill, 2003)



What is Object-Based Learning?

“student-centred learning that uses objects to facilitate deep learning” 

   small                                                         large 

“stimulates learning” 
(Romanek & Lynch, 2008)



What is Object-Based Learning?

“active learning” (Freeman et al., 2014)  
“construct meaning through interactions”   (Hannan et al., 2013) 
“observations to complex abstract concepts” (Chatterjee & Hannan, 2015) 
“ability to visualise ideas is a key skill” (Schönborn & Anderson, 2006)

RIC I, Augustus 144 RIC I, Tiberius 1 RIC I, Claudius 122 RIC I, Nero 4



Priene Inscription find location 

Locations mentioned in Acts

This inscription announces the intention of the city of 
Priene in western Turkey to change their calendar so that 
it begins on the birthday of the Roman Emperor Augustus 
in September, thus signalling that, for them, time itself 
depends upon the beneficence of the new emperor. NB. 
Augustus as son of God whose birth marks the beginning 
of "good tidings" (ΕΥΑΝΓΕΛΙΟΝ) for the world as its 
saviour (ΣΩΤΗΡ). 9 BCE (cf. Mk 1:1). 
OGIS 548; Priene 105



It seemed good to the Greeks of 
Asia, in the opinion of the high priest 
Apollonius of Menophilus Azanitus: 
“Since Providence, which has 
ordered all things and is deeply 
interested in our life, has set in most 
perfect order by giving us Augustus 
[τὸν Σεβαστόν], whom she filled with 
virtue that he might benefit 
humankind, sending him as a savior 
[σωτῆρα], both for us and for our 
descendants, that he might end war 
and arrange all things, and since he, 
Caesar, by his appearance 
[ἐπιφανεῖς] (excelled even our 
anticipations), surpassing all previous 
benefactors, and not even leaving to 
posterity any hope of surpassing 
what he has done, and since the 
birthday of the god Augustus was the 
beginning of the good tidings for the 
world that came by reason of him 
[ἦρξεν δὲ τῶι κόσμωι τῶν δι’ αὐτὸν 
εὐανγελίων ἡ γενέθλιος ἡμέρα τοῦ 
θεοῦ],” which Asia resolved in 
Smyrna 



Hippostratos  
80-55 BCE











Zoilos II 
55-35 BCE









εὐαγγελίζω, to proclaim good news; εὐαγγέλιον, good 
news, gospel; εὐαγγελιστής, evangelist (x18 Acts/133 NT)

σωτήρ, saviour; σωτηρία, salvation; σωτήριον, salvation; 
σῴζω, to save, maintain, preserve.(x22 Acts/ x181 NT)



Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
175-164 BCE





















ἐπιφάνεια, appearing, manifestation; ἐπιφανής, notable, 
manifest (x1 Acts / x7 NT)



Questions 
1. What function/s would such an inscription serve? 
2. In what ways would such an inscription serve state ideology?  
3. What new questions are raised for reading biblical texts?



Mark 14:60-64  
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked 
Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony 
that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus 
remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest 
asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed 
One?” “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why 
do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. “You have 
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all 
condemned him as worthy of death. 

Object-Based Learning: Figure of Baal



 

98 Plate 1: Text 1

§ Text
fl Photo

Ugarit



Ugarit

I hereby announce to you, 
Prince Balu, and I repeat,  
Cloud-Rider: As for your 
enemy, O Balu… 

Scatter (him), O Mighty 
Balu scatter (him),  
O Cloud-Rider … 

What enemy has arisen 
against Balu, (what) 
adversary against the 
Cloud-Rider? 



Jeremiah 14:22 	  
   Can any idols of the nations bring rain?  
   Or can the heavens give showers? 
   Is it not you, O LORD our God?  
   We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 
    
Psalm 68:4 	     
   Sing to God, sing praises to his name;  
   lift up a song to him  
   who rides upon the clouds— his name is the LORD—  
   be exultant before him. 

Psalms 104:3 	 	  
    you set the beams of your chambers  
    on the waters, you make the clouds your chariot,  
    you ride on the wings of the wind,  

Daniel 7:13    	  
   I looked, and there before me was one like  
  a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven



Mark 14:60-64 Then the high priest stood up before them 
and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is 
this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But 
Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son 
of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” The high priest tore his 
clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 
“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They 
all condemned him as worthy of death. 
Content Questions re Baal figurine 
1. What prominent aspects of iconography are evident?  
2. function/s would the figurine have? 
3. In what ways would such an item serve ideologically? 
4. What contribution does Hosea 2:8-13 provide to this image? 
5. What is the hermeneutical mechanism at work in the biblical material? 
6. What specific implications are there for OT and NT interpretation?



Meshlab demonstration



Object-Based Learning for Small or Large Groups

Distribution 
Initial Questioning 
Use the item as a focal point 
Link Knowledge 
Deep and open-ended questions 
Consolidation

Students 
>Use all their senses 
>Examine objects as evidence 
>Draw conclusions by observing 
>Develop an understanding by examination 
>Critically evaluate the object



Evaluate Generalise Imagine Bloom’s taxonomy Teach with Objects

Level 1: 
Gathering 
Information

Recite Define Describe

1. Knowledge 
2. Comprehension

Step 1: Describe 
What does it look 

like?
Identify List Observe

Complete Select

Level 2:  
Processing 
Knowledge

Compare Contrast Classify

3. Application 
4. Analysis

Step 2: Classify 
Compare and 

Contrast 
Categories

Sort Distinguish Explain

Infer Alnalyse

Level 3:  
Applying Knowledge

Judge Predict Speculate

5. Synthesis 
6. Evaluation

Sept 3: Interpret 
What is the context 
Why was it made? 

Where was it 
made? 

Who made it?

If / then Hypothesise Forecast



1. Knowledge: Who completed the project and in what year? 

2. Comprehension: Why is there confusion regarding date? 

3. Application: How is it an example of mixed architectural styles? 

4. Analysis: What evidence indicates the function of the building? 

5. Synthesis: How would you decide what the most important feature of the structure was? 

6. Evaluation: What attitude towards the Pantheon would an early Christian have had?



Corsi Collection of Decorative Stones 

Oxford University  
Museum of Natural History



9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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What is it?

A. Child’s doll 
B. Perfume flask and applicator 
C. Scissors case 
D. Medicine bottle with spoon attached 
E. Souvenir spoon from Egypt



A. Ceremonial axe head 
B. Ivory earring 
C. Shield and pellets 
D. Game board 
E. Pasta maker

What is it?



A. Medical device 
B. Cosmetic container 
C. Mezuzah (for scroll affixed to a doorpost) 
D. Flower vase 
E. Drink mixer

What is it?



A. Game pieces 
B. Back scratchers 
C. Castanets 
D. Ceremonial mortar scrapers 
E. Salad servers

What is it?



A: Hittite game piece 
B. Mace-head 
C. Doorstop 
D. Stool 
E. Seal

What is it?



Why Bother with Object-Based Learning?



Does Object-Based Learning work?

performance

engagement

retention



The Meta-Narrative of the Bible: Stages of Divine Presence
1. Eden, Adam and Eve 
(Gen 1-3)

Gilgamesh Epic

2. Babel (Gen 11), 
Abraham (Gen 12) 

Nuzi Tablets

3. Exodus (burning 
bush, Mt. Sinai) 

Exeration Texts

4. Tabernacle / Temple Cyrus Cylinder

5. Incarnation (John 
1:14) 

Inscription  
OGIS 458

6. Pentecost (1 Cor 
6:19; 3:16; Eph 2; Acts) 

P. Fay 93 
/ Map

7. New Creation (Rev 
21:3, 21)

Precious stones



Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

Question 4

Question 5

Question 6

Question 7
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Quantitative Performance



Quantitative Student Feedback



Qualitative Feedback from session #2

Participant 56

Participant 62

Participant 49



Implications and Conclusions
Application to Current University, Course, and Unit Outcomes 

ACU Graduate Attributes 
 Attribute 4: think critically and reflectively 
 Attribute 5: demonstrate values, knowledge, skills and attitudes 
 Attribute 6: solve problems 

Bachelor of Theology Course Learning Outcomes  
LO1: Outline broad and coherent knowledge of the Christian faith 

through detailed study and interpretation of its scriptures and 
traditions 

LO2: Explain theological perspectives, methods, and issues in the light 
of their contemporary and historical contexts 

LO3: Analyse methods, perspectives and argumentation in biblical and 
theological studies; 

LO4: Evaluate and develop specific theological insights, principles and 
knowledge 

LO5: Apply a critical understanding of the relevance and implications of 
Christian belief and practice to the life of diverse contexts.
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Webinar Session feedback 

http://taw.fi/feedback 
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Making post-pandemic assessment 
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